The Oaks Picnic area to
Woodford Station

7 hrs

Hard track

18.1 km One way

4

800m

The Oaks Picnic Area is the starting point for this
long walk across the ridge line linking to Woodford.
The Oaks Fire Trail winds its way over the hills,
with many views into the surrounding valleys and
bush land. This is a great walk to start extending
your walking distance and stamina, while enjoying a
scenic track. It does follow a management trail and
is popular with mountain bike riders.
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Are you ready to have fun?
Please ensure you and your group are well prepared and
equipped for all possible hazards and delays. Check park
closures, weather information and Fire Danger Rating before
setting out. Optional side trips and alternate routes noted are not
included in this walks overall grade, length or time estimate.
Please allow extra time for resting and exploring areas of
interest. The authors, staff and owners of wildwalks take care in
preparing this information but will not accept responsibility for
any inconvenience, loss or injury you may experience. Please
take care, have fun - Happy Walking.
Getting there You can get to The Oaks Picnic Area (gps:
-33.8116, 150.5652) by car or train. Car: A park entry fee is
required for driving into the park.
You can get back from Woodford Station (gps: -33.7358,
150.4823) by car or bus. Car: There is free parking available.
Find up to date and more information inlcuding; travel
directions, weather, park closures and walker feedback at
http://wild.tl/topatws
0 | The Oaks Picnic Area
The Oaks Picnic Area, is an established picnic area with shelter,
bench seats and a pit toilet. The picnic area also boasts a water
tank and adequate parking. It is a quiet area, just off the road,
making it a fantastic spot for a rendezvous with family and
friends after a long walk or ride.
0 | The Oaks Picnic Area
(6 km 1 hr 59 mins) From the car park, the walk heads along the
management trail, with the picnic area on the right and car park
to the left. The walk heads down the road for a very short time to
the signposted intersection.
Veer left: From the intersection, the walk heads past the Red
Hand Cave intersection and west along the management trail,
with the picnic area on the right and car park to the left. The walk
heads down the road for a very short time, to the signposted
intersection.
Continue straight: From the intersection, the walk does not head
in the direction of 'Nepean lookout' but leads to the gate and
fence up the other trail.
Continue straight: From the intersection, the walk heads up the
slight hill, passing the gate. The trail winds slowly as it climbs
the gentle slope for quite some time. The trail then flattens out
and leads to a steeper gradient, and at the top, comes to a '15km
to Woodford' sign.
Continue straight: From the sign, the walk continues upwards
along the trail, winding slowly for some kilometres. The
vegetation either side of the trail stays relatively the same,
passing some clearings with demolished trees in them. As the
trail begins to head north, it continues to wind uphill, passing a
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large clearing on the left. Soon after the large clearing, the walk
comes to an intersection on the right, before the track turns left
sharply.
6.03 | Optional sidetrip to Int. in Wheel Gully loop
(220 m 4 mins) Turn right: From the intersection, the walk heads
down the hill, almost immediately coming to a split in the track,
with both tracks heading down the hill.
Continue straight: From the intersection the track heads down the
left or right track to wind around and down to a dam. From the
dam the track winds back up either track to the intersection. At
the end of this side trip, retrace your steps back to the main walk
then Turn right.
6.03 | Wheel Gully
Wheel Gully has a management trail which loops down to a large
dam. It is a nice shady place to stop for a bite to eat along the
Oaks Fire Trail. This site is also used as an informal campsite
with no facilities. The water in the dam is not suitable for
drinking, nor is it reliable. Carry enough water.
6.03 | Int. Wheel Gully Trail and Oaks Firetrail
(7.9 km 2 hrs 45 mins) Continue straight: From the intersection
the track heads around the corner turning left. The track then
winds, while unudlating onto a plateau that has low vegetation.
On this plateau the track is bordered by rocky surfaces on either
side for a short time as it winds for a short time before heading
down hill. The track heads down hill to continue into a saddle
where a gate marks the intersection to the right.
Continue straight: From the intersection, the walk heads up the
hill to the north, winding steeply up past a rock shelf with a view
(on the left). The track continues steeply uphill, then winds
across a plateau with rocky surfaces to both sides of the track.
The vegetation here is also lower and sparser, giving views of the
surrounding valleys. The track winds across this plateau and
hillsides for some time before descending steeply, passing a blue
marker sign on the right before coming to the intersection with St
Helena Ridge Trail.
Continue straight: From the intersection, the walk heads down
across the saddle and tends right below the cliff (above on the
left). The trail winds up and onto a plateau lined with rocks,
which look as though they could have been placed there. The
vegetation along this higher area is lower and clearer, which
gives views across the distant ridge lines. The walk continues to
head in a northerly direction and descends right, off the plateau,
to head up another hill to a stepped intersection on the left.
13.91 | Optional sidetrip to Cliff lookout
(100 m 3 mins) Turn left: From the intersection, the walk heads
away from the management trail, with the small depression (or
waterhole) on the left, surrounded by reeds. The track winds up
the hill, following the gap in the vegetation, leading to a rock

shelf with a view. At the end of this side trip, retrace your steps
back to the main walk then Turn left.
13.91 | Cliff Lookout
Cliff lookout, an unofficially-named, informal view point, is a
dramatic cliff edge perched just above the trees. The cliff is
unfenced. The view across the valley provides a pleasant
panorama.
13.91 | Int. Oaks Firetrail and cliff lookout Trk
(3.5 km 1 hr 10 mins) Continue straight: From the intersection,
this walk heads in a northerly direction down the hill, turning
steeply up and to the left a few times. The trail passes a small
dam (just to the right) and continues to wind and undulate for
some time to a mound of dirt in the middle of a junction. The
trail passes this mound of dirt and continues north, winding and
undulating slightly for some time before passing an interpretative
board (on the right). Soon after this, the trail comes up to a gate
(with a tap for drinking water, on the right). The track crosses
over this gate to the intersection with the road.
17.38 | Int. Oaks Firetrail and Old Bathurst Rd
(730 m 15 mins) Turn left: From the intersection, the walk heads
uphill along Taylor Rd, and soon turns right onto Parker St. The
walk follows Parker St, tending right, then turns onto The
Appian Way. The walk turns left at Railway Pde, just before a
bridge. Continuing down Railway Pde, keeping the railway line
on the right, the walk comes to a shelter on the left and railway
sign on the right. The walk follows the footpath under the
Woodford Station sign, leading under the tracks and up stairs
onto the platform.

