Rod Earp Rain Forest Circuit
(from Lookout Rd)

1 Hr
1.9 km Circuit

Moderate track

3

104m

This quiet and secluded walk is an easy amble
through attractive rainforest. This walk
circumnavigates Rainforest Creek and takes the
walker into cool dense forest. You are likely to see
flying foxes in the trees and if you are lucky, a
Powerful Owl. Accessed from the quieter Lookout
Road car park, this walk escapes the crowds well. A
recommended walk, particularly on a hot day.
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Are you ready to have fun?
Please ensure you and your group are well prepared and equipped for all
possible hazards and delays. Check park closures, weather information and
Fire Danger Rating before setting out. Optional side trips and alternate routes
noted are not included in this walks overall grade, length or time estimate.
Please allow extra time for resting and exploring areas of interest. The
authors, staff and owners of wildwalks take care in preparing this information
but will not accept responsibility for any inconvenience, loss or injury you
may experience. Please take care, have fun - Happy Walking.
Getting there You can get to Lookout Road Recreation Area (gps: -32.9336,
151.6909) by car or bus. Car: There is free parking available.
This is a circuit, so you will finish back at the start.
Find up to date and more information inlcuding; travel directions, weather,
park closures and walker feedback at http://wild.tl/rerfc
0 | Blackbutt Reserve
Blackbutt Reserve, near Newcastle, occupies over 182 hectares of land and
provides visitors with the chance to enjoy nature trails, wildlife exhibits,
children's playgrounds and recreational facilities. The reserve is the perfect
place for a relaxing family picnic or to explore on a bushwalk. Native
wildlife, such as the Powerful Owl and the Grey-headed flying fox can be
seen within the park. There is an information cottage at Carnley Avenue,
which is open 7am to 5pm, or 7am to 7pm during daylight savings. The
reserve has car parking at Carnley Avenue, Richley Reserve, Lookout Road
and Mahonoy Drive. For more information, phone 02 4904 3344.
0 | Lookout Road Recreation Area
The Lookout Road Recreation Area in Blackbutt Reserve has picnic tables, a
drinking fountain, shelter, picnic tables and car parking. There is ample, free
car parking. The car park is open from 7am to 5pm, or 7am to 7pm during
daylight savings. For further information phone: 02 4904 3344.
0 | Lookout Road Recreation Area
(330 m 9 mins) From the Lookout Road Recreation Area(off Lookout Rd,
New Lambton Heights), this walk passes through metal gates and follows the
'Lower Carpark' sign and road moderately steeply downhill, while leaving the
picnic area behind and to the right. This walk continues for about 300m,
becoming gently downhill, until coming to a three-way intersection, with a
trail and 'Sensory Trail (return)' sign on the right.
0.33 | Int of Rain Forest Walk AND Lookout Road
(310 m 7 mins) Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the
'Sensory Trail (return)' sign and trail gently downhill. This walk continues
through forest for about 140m, to pass a 'Rain Forest Area/Picnic Park' sign
(on the right). Then this walk continues for about 170m, passing the 'Senses
Track 150m' sign (on the left), until crossing a bridge with a timber fence and
coming to a three-way intersection, with a 'Lookout Rd 420m' sign ahead.
0.63 | Int of Lookout Trail & Rain Forest Walk
(120 m 3 mins) Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows the trail
gently uphill, while initially leaving the bridge on the left and passing the
'Lookout Rd 420m' sign on the right. This walk continues through rainforest
for about 130m, passing a 'Rainforest Restoration Project' sign (on the right),
until coming to a three-way intersection, with a gently uphill trail on the right
and a gently downhill trail on the left.
0.75 | Rod Earp Rainforest Picnic Area
This secluded, dense rainforest within Blackbutt Reserve has bench seats and
a picnic table. The forest in this area hosts a large population of grey-headed
flying foxes. These large bats migrate for food and then return to roost during
the day. Watch out for the bat guano the ground. This picnic area feels a
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world away from downtown Newcastle.
0.75 | Int of Rain Forest Walk & Link Track
(530 m 13 mins) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows
the gravel trail gently downhill, while initially keeping the gently downhill
trail behind you on your left and keeping the valley on your left. This walk
continues (passing a 'Rainforest Picnic Area' sign on your right) through
dense rainforest for about 400m, until coming to a three-way intersection,
with a sealed road and 'Rainforest Walk' sign (on the right). Then this walk
turns left onto the gently downhill sealed road and after about 30m, crosses a
bridge at the Rainforest picnic area. This walk then follows the road gently
uphill, passing a closed toilet block (on the right) for about 110m, until
coming to a three-way intersection with a sealed road (on the left) and a
'Wildlife Exhibit' sign (on the right).
1.28 | Main Ridge & Rain Forest Walks
(160 m 4 mins) Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows the sealed
road gently uphill, while leaving the 'Rainforest Walk to Lookout Rd
Carpark' sign directly behind you and initially passing a small picnic area on
your right. This walk continues through dense forest for about 170m until
coming to a level three-way intersection, with a picnic area directly ahead
and 'Rainforest Walk' sign on the right.
1.44 | Int of Lookout Road & Main Ridge Trail
(500 m 12 mins) Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows the sealed
road gently uphill, while moving directly away from the face of the
'Rainforest Walk' sign. This walk continues, heading through a picnic area for
about 160m, passing two square brick buildings, and then coming to a threeway intersection with a gently downhill sealed road (on the right) and a
gently uphill sealed car park, past yellow metal posts (directly ahead).
Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk passes through the yellow
metal posts and crosses the car park gently uphill, while initially passing the
'Main Ridge Walk (loop) sign on the right. This walk continues for about
25m, until coming to a three-way intersection with a trail and 'Sensory Trail
(return)' sign on the left.
Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the road gently
uphill, while initially passing the 'Sensory Trail (return)' sign on your left.
This walk continues, becoming moderately steeply uphill for about 300m, to
pass through a metal gate and into the Lookout Road Recreation Area.

